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UNIVERSAL CRITERION os KNOWLEDGE, | 


"EXPLAINING 


Taz MYSTERIOUS PHENOMENA or NATURE, 


FROM THE COMMENCEMENT To THE CONCLUSION or 


TIME. 


This original philoſophic and aſtronomical ANALYSIS will ena» 
ble every | through the Teſtimony of the ſenfitive Mind, to 
underſtand, by vifible Objects, the Reality of inviſible Exiftence ; 
being a Syſtem of ErH 1cs, containing a comprehenſive explanation 
of the Creation, Structure, Subſtance, Growth, Progeny, and 

Decay of animate Bodies and inanimate Subſtances; and the Origin 
of Diſtempers ; with requiſite Inſtructions for the Preſervation of 


Health: illuſtrated by Anatomical obſervations, 


Theſe ſeveral Topics of Importance are incontrovertilly proved, 
by a rational and impartial Diſcuſſion. 
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From matter then to ſpirit ſtill atcend, 
Thro' ſpirit Kill refining, higher tend; _ 
Purſue, on Knowledge ben', the pathleſs road, 
Pierce through infinuude in queſt of Go! | 
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EXORDIUM. 


Tun Author reſpectfully informs 
the Amateurs of that moſt ſublime of all ſciences 
Philoſophy, that in this analyſis of viſible and in- 
viſible exiſtence, he has endeavoured to inveſtigate 
and trace nature to its ſource. | 


This impartial ſyſtem, cannot offend any de- 
ſcription of ſectarians, and is intended as a com- 
pendium of inſtruction, to develope the moſt intricate 
and profound myſteries of nature. | 


Although the Chriſtian religion has been extended 
over various parts of the habitable world; it is irra- 
tional to ſuppoſe that the Deity has neglected to 
infuſe into the profeſſors of other doctrines an innate 
propenſity to receive inſtruction. The natural en- 
dowments and moral principles of Jews, Mahomet- 
ans, and Pagans are equal if not ſuperior to thoſe 
of Chriſtians, as is evinced by the conſcientiouſneſs 
of their dealings with each other, and by our moſt 
prominent characteriſtic being to take advantage, 
not only of ſtrangers, but of our neareſt kindred and 
acquaintance. Their apparent ignorance occurs from 
being deſtitute of thoſe advantages which reſult from 
not being initiatedin the liberal ſciences, 


The author reveres the ſacred writings; but his 


preient work being a philoſopaical and not a 
B religious 
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religious diſquiſition of nature, requeſts that no 


perſon will endeavour to confute the propriety of 
his obſervations, by quotations from ſcripture. 


Bigoted perſons, inſtead of rightly conſtruing 
and interpreting the meaning of the ſacred text, 
confound and envolve it in inexplicable perplexity 
by the ambiguity of their doctrine, ſimilar to an 
inditterent mechanic, who, by aukwardly applying 
the implements of his profeſſion, deteats inſtead of 
effecting his intended purpole. 


The Scripture, the Talmud, the Alcoran, or any 

traditional evidence produced by man, cannot pre— 
ſcribe rules and ordinances, for the Deity to ac- 
compliſh his vaſt unlimited deſigns. 


The criterion for all perſons to judge of the merits 
of others, previous to their forming a determination 
is to take a general retroſpect of their own intellectual 
principles and conduct, independent of the prejudice 
of education, and of the innovations that occur 
from cuftom and habit. This is the moſt eaſy and 
reaſonable method for others to comprehend the 
ſucceeding diſcuſſions, and will give them more in- 
ſight into the motives that influence their fellow 
creatures, than can poſhbly be acquired by any 
other inveſtigation. 


Prejudice and raſh opinion, are the offspring of 
ignorance and conceit, and by perverting the judg— 
ment, are the bane of natural knowledge. Wultully 
to perſiſt in ſuch falſe ſyſtems, is to give a de- 
cided negative to truth, that is evidently commu=- 
nicated for the inſtruction of mankind 


Perſons 


1 

Perſons ought to argue from experimental demon- 
ſtration, becauſe the benign influence of the Deity is 
ſufficiently diſtributed among rational perſons to 


enable them to judge of the inviſible cauſe of all 
exiltence, by its operative effects on viſible nature. 


| Theſe ſentiments, have ſtimulated him to ſearch 
into the occult cauſes of univerſal nature, and by 


comparing mortal with eternal exiſtence, convinces 
him, that they are the production of the omnt- 
preſent Spirit of the Deity. 


To trace and develope the origin of creation, 
to refute the abſurd inconſiſtencies that have been 
advanced, by perions of various ages and countries, 
are difficult, but important contiderations : and hu- 
man nature is too habituated to vice, to belicve 
divine truths without ocular demonſtration ; there- 
fore this ſubject is introduced to excite the diſbeliev- 
ing to a ſenſe of their error. The author has in 
idea traverſed over the whole ſurface of the world, 
and penetrated into its molt profound receſſes: ex- 
ploring every labyrinth that he conceived would 
be ſerviceable to his purpoſe: and has deicribed every 
object, nearly the fame as if he had ſeen them 
opened, diſſected and analyſed 


This retroſpective view, renders him capable of 
defining their ſeveral component parts: and to de- 
lineate the cauſe and effect of all paſt, preſent, and 
future, inviſible and viſible exiſtence ; deſcribing what 

WES they 
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they were, are, and will be, from the commence- 
ment to the concluſion of time. | 


This enchireſis, is publiſhed to impart and con- 
vey inſtruction to the underſtanding of every rational 
perſon, to render the works of nature intelligible, 
and encourage, not controvert, true philoſophy. 


The elucidation of philoſophy ſhould occupy 
the mind of all perſons poſſeſſed of a ſuſſicient ca- 
pacity, and excite them to develope and explain 
the ſeeming abſtruſe myſteries of the univerſe, in 
the mott energetic manner, and fix it on an im- 
moveabie baſis, for the inſtruction of the preſent, 
and every future age, Such as are deſirous of ac- 
quiiuzz a comprehenſive knowledge, ſhould inſpect 
every part of creation: and when aided by inſtruc- 
tion, reaſon will aſſiſt the judgment and enable them 
by their ideas, to trace exiſtence to its origin: and 
with ſome ſucceſs comment on its operative effects, 


He hopes a deliberate inquiſitorial peruſal of his 
diſquiſitions will be of ſervice to the community: 
and aſſiſt thole, who are defirous of attaining im- 
portant knowledge, become a preparatory 1yſtem 
of inſtruction to greater adepts in the phœnomena 
of nature: and by enlightening community, incite 
them to a more dutiful reſpect and reverciitial awe 


of the Deity. 


This diſcuſſion will help to deſtroy thoſe chimeras 
that lead perſons into the mcanders of perplexity, and 
tend to extricate thoſe victims of error from its 


labyrinths, by diſcovering, that there is a connection 
| between 


[ vii | 
detween the Deity, matter, and eternity: althoagh 
they are underived of each other. The Deity can 
ſeparate from matter; but he and eternity are 
indiſſoluble | | 


The unlimited empire of the Deity is univerſally 
conſpicuous in all luminous ſyſtems, and in each 
of their terreſtial bodies and ſubſtances. The fate 
of the ſmalleſt inſect evinces this, as much as that 
of the greateſt potentate. 


Some perſons of literary abilities, have attempted 
to explain theſe occult ſubjects; but in ſo ſuperficial 
a manner, as not to produce the deſired effect. The 
author has, therefore, endeavoured to render explicit 
thoſe myſteries that ought to concern mankind. But 
the want of opportunity has prevented him from 
examining the works of moſt other authors on theſe 
ſubjects, that might have been of ſervice to him, 
or probably have intimidated him from publiſhing his 
ſentiments; therefore, he has perſevered with unreg 
mitting attention and labour, in hopes of producing 
a uſeful publication: and if any of his ideas ſhould 
reſemble thoſe of other authors, he wiſhes it to be 
underſtood, that it proceeds from the refult of his 
own ideas and the genuine inſtinctive production 
inherent in his nature, 


Plagiariſts, like all other thieves, are continually 
in fear of detection; but where a ſimilarity appears 
in the Works of different men who never had any 
intercourſe or read each other's ſentiments, they 
ought to be exempt from cenſure. Depending on the 
indulgence of mankind; he has been inſtigated to 
| promulgate 
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promulgate his opinions, which are ſubmitted as an 
original ſource of information, and truſts they will 


produce a better ettect upon the minds of others, 
than old ideas introduced in new language,— 


Should the generality of his thoughts vary from 
thoſe who have written on the fame ſubject, without 


depreciating their merit, he affirms that it is from 
the inveltigation of nature. 


Thoughts forming the principles of mankind, 
who all derive the ſympathetic inſtinct of life from 
the ſame eternal Being, and are inſtigated by the 
ſame Spirit, it is rational to ſuppoſe, that perſons 
reſiding at the oppoſite Poles, may pollets the fame 
ideas concerning tne Deity, univerial nature, or 
animate and inanimate exiſtence; although they dif- 
fer in their cuſtoms, education, language and be- 
haviour. To diilent from this opinion, is to accuſe 
the Deity of a partial diſtribution of his favors. 
The Omnipotent has infuled into moſt perſons, a 
requiſite propenſity for the attainment of knowledge, 
that, if carefully improved, will tend to the cnlight- 
ening of mankind and reward thoſe molt, who make 
the belt uſe of their talents, as is evinced by the 
ſervices they have rendered to the leis informed 
part of the community. 


A ſtudious attention to the attributes of nature, 
has induced the author at ditferent intervals, to 
commit thoſe ſpontaneous ideas to paper, which he 
conceived would enforce conviction of their pro- 
priety. He has impartially inveſtigated and con- 


fidered what may be advanced in favor, or againſt 
| the 
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the different topics of his diſquifitions. An inde- 
fatigable adherence to -his purſuit, 1s the beſt ope- 
rative principle to make an impreſſion on the minds 
of others. His deſign will be accompliſhed if the 
philoſophical ſyſtem he is actuated to promulgate 
to poſterity, ſhould explain thoſe intricate my lteries, 
that were obſcure and incomprehenſible to our an- 
ceſtors, and ſhould the doctrine, endeavoured to be 
inculcated, remove thoſe dangerous zerets that at 
preſent involve all ranks of mankind, more or leſs, 
in error: and convey to the readers an adequate 


conception of the Deity, it will be a molt pleaſing 
reflection to him during the remainder of his life. 


This being the author's firſt literary attempt, it 
would be manifeſt preſumption to expect it to be 
an entire panſophy ; but ſhould it be decmed worthy 
of notice, it will afford him the moſt exulting 
ſatisfaction. | 


The compendious ſyſtem here preſented for the 
information of mankind, containing the moſt ra— 
tional concluſions that could poſſibly be deduced, 
and the arguments proceeding from a moſt diligent 
and indefatigable inveſtigation into nature, the 
author hopes, that by rendering it congenial to 
common ſenſe, it will be underſtood by every ca- 
pacity and autopſically be allowed to be orthodox. 


The errors of ſentiment and language that appear, 
he ſolicits may be attributed to their true cauſes, 
the not having been poſſeſſed of any mechanical 
apparatus to practice experimental philoſophy, or 
been enabled more clearly to elucidate his con- 

| | ception 
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ceptions, through there being ſo many interpreta- 
tions to the ſame word in the compoſition of the 
Engliſh Tongue. This implicit declaration and 
the rectitude of his intentions, he hopes, will ex- 
onerate him from the imputation of uſing deluſive 
arguments to deceive the Public. He ſubmits his 
intentions as the beſt palliative for any errors that 
may be diſcovered. Theſe circumſtances conſidered, 
he is encouraged to proceed to define the different 
fubjects of his reſearches, and by uſing modelt, 
and not peremptory or arrogant arguments, hopes, 
in many inſtances, he ſhall attain the climax of 


truth if not of perfection. 


This he truſts, will reſiſt the endeavours of 
thoſe, who being of envious, perverſe and detrac- 
tive diſpoſitions, direct their attacks and diſputes, 
to depreciate and prejudice the merit of others, 
and frequently intimidate, procraſtinate, and finally 
prevent perſons of genius from exerting their abilities 
by producing thoſe ſentiments, that would if pub- 
liſhed, tend to the benefit of their cotemporaries. 


Among the various diſpoſitions, there are ſome, 
who are of ſuch a ſelſ-intereſted and malignant prin- 
ciple, and have fo vain an opinion of their own a- 
bilities, that they will not acknowledge any merit 
in others.; but influenced by the dæmoniac ſpirit 
of contradiction that is predominant in their nature, 
depreciate talents, in defiance to the received opi- 
nion of the more candid and liberal part of man- 
kind, who are ever anxious to ſupport the cauſe 
of juſtice, Characters of this baſe deſcription, ge- 
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nerally have the temerity to endeayour to condemn 


every production but thoſe of their own aſſociates, 
however diſtinguiſhed by truth, good ſenſe, and 


propriety. 


If it is a ſubject of the greateſt importance, in 
which the charaQters, fortunes and lives of many 
worthy individuals are involved, it is fcarcely poſ- 
fible to eſcape their cenſure: they being ſo partial 
to their own talents, that it is not in their nature 
to allow any perfection in others. If there are 
devils incarnate, they are thoſe, who prepoſleſs 
their minds againſt merit, that is juſtly entitled 
to univerſal approbat ion. 


The not having acquired a logical mode of ex- 
preſſion, and being deficient in the rhetoric of lan- 
guage, have cauſed the works of many authors to 
be condemned; notwithſtanding the deſign has been 
laudable, and the ſubjects really intereſting; but 
it was impolitic to ſentence them to oblivion, becauſe 
from the ſpeeches, turgiverſation, and aRidns of 
lunatics and idiots, ſociety may at particular inter- 
vals derive information and advantage. 


Many perſons are addicted to condemn the works 
of others, without being capable of producing a 
better ſyſtem; but as there is no work perfect, he 
relies on the impartiality of the liberal part of man- 
kind, to inveſtigate his principles, previous to re- 
ceiving their praiſe or incurring their cenſure. 


If after a minute examination of the ideas and 


fentiments he has communicated to the public, con- 
C cerning 
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cerning univerſal nature, there are any palpable 
errors or improprieties in his manner of advancing 
and defending his arguments, he ſolicits thoſe vir- 
tuoſos who are greater proficients in phiſiology, 
to philoſophiſe and produce more convincing ideas 
and accurate proofs on the different topics, and to 
demonſtrate them in a more plain, conciſe, and 
ſyſtematic manner, 


If through being obliged by a compliance with 
this requeſt, he is convinced of the fallacy of the 


opinion he has promulgated: he on ſuch a con- 


viction, will readily retract his preſent tenets, and be 
thankful in future, for their inſtructive information. 


To avoid prolixity, he commences the ſucceeding 
definition, in the expectation of proving competent 


to the arduous taſk of developing the profound my- 


ſteries that apparently govern and conduct the uni- 
verſal order of nature: and confident that the uu- 


dertaking is laudable, he truſts, that his obſervations 


will be received with lenity and treated with candoux. 


PERTINENT 
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PERTINENT OBSERLVATIONS, 


ON THE 


PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION. 


bos to the diſeuſſion of 
nature, it is requiſite to remark, that many 
parents, guardians, and tutors, have im- 
bibed an opinion that there i is not a ſupreme 
Deity, and become apoſtates to the doctrine 
that they implicitly believed in their youth. 
This perverſion of principle, tends to make 
them imagine, that all poſſible knowledge 
1s concentrated in mankind: and induces 
them to place too great a reliance in their 
own power. If this alteration of faith had 
been ſubſtantiated in truth, the human ſpe- 
cies would have been immortal] : becauſe 
the underſtanding could not have been ſe- 
parated from the body to permit it to die, or 
detached and ſubdivided from it, ſo as to be 


communicated through ſacceſfive genera- 
tions, 


The underſtanding, is very weak in 
childhood, becauſe it is not derived from 
the parent, like the corporeal ſubſtance. 
This intelle&, accumulates in ſtrength more 
in ſome bodies, than in others; and its pro- 
C2 greſs 
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greſs is accelerated and regulated, by the 
acquiſition of its own energy during its 
practice, from the early to the more ad- 
vanced zras of life. The cauſe of its en- 
creaſing ſtrength, is more to be imputed to 
the purity of the compoſition of the body, 
than to its fize or age. 


Infants, from the time of their birth, en- 
creaſe in knowledge, until they attain man- 
hood: and afterwards by practice, until 
they become ſuperannuated: that forebodes 
approaching diſſolution, and is ſymbolical 
of the ſituation of the body, at all zras of 
life, when it 1s tired with the fatigue of its 
own weight, and requires ſleep and reſt. 


| Perſons, that are not poſſeſſed of ſtability 
of faith, are very improper to have the care 
of the education of children, the unforeſeen 
evils and miſchiefs they cauſe to happen 
to their offspring and pupils and to all who 


have any concerns with them through life, 


generally recoll with accumulated force, 
upon themſelves: for the Deity has cauſed 
human nature to operate upon itſelf, that 
the wicked and vile principled, might un- 
intentionally prepare their own ſcourge. 


The — that orphans, and 
pupils 


TL 

pupils have on thoſe, who ſuperintend 
their morals and education is of ſuch impor- 
tance, that it ſhould actuate all parents, 
guardians, and tutors, to be as exemplary 
and circumſpect as poſſible, in their words 
and actions, for example, in many inſtances, 
has greater influence than precept : becauſe 
as the light of reaſon illumines the infant 
mind, they generally emulate the conduct 
of thoſe, whom they deem worthy of imi- 
tation. During the æra of infancy, they 
entirely depend upon thoſe, who have 
the tuition of them, for aſſiſtance and ad- 


vice: ſo that a profligate parent, an im- 


moral guardian, and a careleſs tutor, are, 


by the extreme peculiarity of their ſituation, 


nearly capable of perverting the natural diſ 
fition, and in the ſequel, render the 
greateſt injuries to ſociety ; whilſt thoſe of 
an oppoſite principle, have, by their influ» 
ence, an opportunity of rendering their pu- 
pils, the admiration and eſteem of mankind. 


Tf the tutors of children, are of a nuli- 
fidian principle, notwithſtanding the wa— 
vering of their faith, they might, by op- 

rtune caution, prevent them from diſ- 
covering the, weakneſs of their error, al- 
3 the dubiouſneſs of their tenets, cauſe 

them 
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them to negle& to inſtruct them in thoſe 


moral duties, in which they ſhould be tho- 
roughly initiated during the term of infancy. 


The cenſure that ſhould be attached to 


characters, who are ſo indifferent reſpecting 


the . initiation of good morals in the riſing 
progeny, is too obvious to require animad- 
verſion; but it is impoſſible for language to 
be energetic enough to convey an adequate 
idea, of the heinouſneſs of the offences of 
thoſe, who, inſtead of directing their in- 
inſtruction to children, ſo that it may ope- 
rate to their advantage ; frequently enforce 
it in ſuch a manner, that it is almoſt certain 
of producing the moſt fatal and ignomini- 
ous effects. 05 


Theſe erroneous principles and doctrines, 
have, by being inculcated into the youth 
of primeval ages, and communicated to 
the preſent generation, become ſo extremely 
dangerous, as to pervade and caule a ge- 
neral diſcontent in all ranks of ſociety. 


Through inattention to the morals of youth, 


their principles have become ſo predomi- 
nant and ſelfiſh, that heirs too frequently 
wiſh the deſtruction and demiſe of thoſe, 
who are in poſſeſſion of eſtates or perſonal 
property, | 
| When 
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When improper inſtructors of youth, have 
diſcovered. that their . pupils are not of a | 
communicative diſpoſition, and imagine, 
that they are poſſeſſed of ſufficient capacity 
to keep any ſecrets that are entruſted to 
them, inviolable, they, by being actuated 
to place a confidence in them, begin to inſti] 
into them, the moſt avaricious and pernt - 
cious principles; inſtead of that philanthre- 
pie benevolence, that in moderation, 1s 
the greateſt bleſſing to its poſſeſſors. 


The regulation of conduct, that parents 
and guardians of this deſcription adviſe 
children to purſue, 1s to endeavour to keep 
their inferiors in a ſtate of ignorance and |; 
abject ſubjection: to take all advantages of | 
their cotemporaries, that they can accom- 
pliſh with propriety : and aſſume a ſervility 
of behaviour to thoſe, on whom they have 
any dependence. | 


This inſtruction, operating on the plianey i 
of youth, cauſes peremptory auſterity, im- 
pertinence, and deceit, to increaſe with 
their practice and age, until they become 
the leading traits of their diſpoſition, and a 
part of their vices: ſo that they cannot be 


extirpated from the body, any otherwiſe , 
than with the life. | 
This 
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the moſt flagrant criminalities. 
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This initiation, and the reading prophane 
authors, cauſes them to diſbelieve the ex- 
iftence of the Deity, and to be of opinion, 


that the univerſe, ever has exiſted, and 


will continue to exiſt to all eternity. They 
do not believe that there ever was a cre- 
ation of animate or inanimate matter: that 


induces them to negle& their moral duties, 
and impiouſly conclude, that there is no 
future ſtate, and conſequently neither re- 


wards or puniſhments after death. They 


are extremely ſedulous to avoid committing 


any action, that might ſubject them to the 
infliction of the law, a conduct, from which 
they ſeldom deviate, notwithſtanding, with- 
out ſeeming to experience any remorſe, they 
continue to be guilty of acts of great op- 


preſſion and cruelty. 
Through their inattention, obſtinacy, 


idleneſs, and pleaſure, they become habi- 
tuated to vice: neglect to trace the exiſt- 


_ ence of the Deity and the origin of nature: 
and are ſo opinionated, as to deem the belief 


of others chimerical, and that there is no 
reliance on any, but their own falſe faith 
and doctrine. They, imagining that they 
have diſcovered the principle arcana of 
nature, proceed with impunity to commit 


SCEPTICISM 


* 
SCEPTICISM 
Confuted by ocular demonſtration. 


There are ſome perſons ſo ſceptical, as to 
doubt the exiſting evidence of their ſenſes: 
and affirm, that all they ſee, hear, ſmell, 
taſte, feel, think, and perform during their 
term of life, is but a ſeries. of deluſion, that 
originates from the imagination. 
ſionary error, ſo poſſeſſes their minds, that 
they diſtruſt their own knowledge, and the 
exiſtence of univerſal nature. Thoſe, who 
ſupport this faith, are of opinion, that life, 
inſtead of being a real certainty; is only an 
ideal viſion, that concludes with the diſſolu- 
tion of bodies. They are conſcious, that 
notwithſtanding the breath exhales betore 
the heat, out of the ſyſtem, the corporeal 
ſubſtance returns to the elements that were 
its origin: and that the life becomes en- 
tirely annihilated, ſimilar to the extinction 


of fire. 


That the life, is of an entirely different 
nature from fire, is obvious, in its motion 


creating the different paſſions, Which with- 
out it, could not be produced by that ele- 


ment. Life, is the origin of motion in the 
body: and as it circulates, produces lire, 
Life, having entered the body, is ſuceceded 


D by 


This vi- 
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„„ 
by fire, that is its conſtant attendant, in 
pervading animate, and inanimate matter: 
and is enereaſed in proportion to the ſwift- 
neſs, or ſlowneſs of the ſpirit in its ope- 
ration on every ſyſtem. Life, ſuddenly 
leaving the body, cauſes motion entirely to 


ceaſe: and fire, afterwards to progreſſively 
exude out of the corporeal ſubſtance. 


The imagination, although it is inviſible, 


is contained in the body: and being purer 


than the elements or their eſſences, is not 
a mere conceit; but a poſitive reality. This 
eſſence of life, is a diſtinct eſſence from that 


of matter, although they are impregnated 


and incorporated together. The imagina- 
tion comprehends the mind, will, and me- 
mory: and exhales out of the body at diſ- 
ſolution, and 1s of eternal duration, 


The idea and the underſtanding, are the 


faculties of the ſoul, and by being of an 


electrical and ſympathetic nature, are en- 
abled to give, and communicate ſuperior 


ſirength to the imagination. 


Life, is the origin of motion and found in 
animals: and the ſoul, is the monitor that 
inſpires the imagination of the human ſpecies 
with idea to deſign, and underſtanding te 


perfect the moſt ſublime arts and ſciences, 
| that 


— 


( 9 ] 
that cannot be accompliſhed by brutes, be- 
cauſe they are entirely deſtitute of that ſu- 
perior intelle&t, that by being inherent in 
human bodies, render them capable of de- 
ſigning and completing the moſt ingenious 
mechaniſm. 


Theſe are the faculties of the ſoul, that 


by being purer than elementary matter, 
and impervious to fight, are erroneouſly 
deemed viſionary phantoms, by thoſe per- 
ſons, who from not making proper uſe of the 
knowledge they are endowed with, become 
the promulgaters of the dangerous doctrine 


of ſcepticiſm. 


The elements that form the compoſition 

of the mortal body, ſympathiſe with the 
ſpirit and ſoul, in forming a junction: and 
operate in contact together during life, 
are analagous to the electric ſympathy, that 
is more powerful than magnetiſm, and ſub- 
ſiſts between the life and foul of man: and 
the Deity and his eſſence. It likewiſe 
ſymboliſes original chaos, that had water, 
earth, and air, latently encloſed in each 
firm partiele or ſubſtance of matter. 


Viſion, is not a mere phantom; but a 


reality, that is communicated in a ſympa- 
| De | thetic 
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thetic manner, by a good or evil ſpirit, for 
the purpoic of improving the mind; or per- 
verting its principles. Viſions, are imper— 
ceptible to mortal ſight; but are communi— 
cated in an electrical manner to the waking 
mind, from the exterior ſpirit that is in the 


air, to the interior life, that is in the body. 


The clectrie liſe, forms the ſenſes, is 
the vehicle for the ſoul to direct the idea 


and underſtanding, and conveys a compe- 
tent knowledge, to diſtinguiſh the qualities 
of all objects aud ſubſtances. This infor- 
mation, is not communicated through the 
medium of fire; becauſe that is inſenſible 


in its nature. 


The life, is in a continual conflict when 
in the body, as 1s exemplified by the lid of 
the eye,: alternately opening and cloſing, 
with very little intermiſhon during the time 
of being awake: and if not cloſed by ſorce, 
remaining open after death. Sleep, pro- 
ceeds from the life becoming tired; and not 
from the elementary body, becauſe that 


compoſition never wearies: from being of 


the ſame nature as the exterior elements, 
that are inſenſible, and by their per- 


petual motion never reſt, or ſeem to re- 


quire any ceſſation in their operations. The 
| body 


= 
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body would not require reſt, if it did not 
contain the lite. The light, that is the eſ- 
ſence of life, and the body, that is the dark 
ſubſtance, are evidently nnn for We 
eminence. 


If the limbs are chaffed or galled by tra- 
velling, it is the life that experiences the 
ſenfation of wearineſs; and cannot proceed 


ſrom the body: becaule that, independent 


of it, is an inſenſitive fubſtance, deyoid 
of motion, as is evinced by its ſituation 
after death. | 


A demonſtration that the life partly ab- 
ſents itſelf from the body during ſleep, is, 
the lid of the eye cloſing, to aſſiſt to pre- 
ſerve that, which remains in the body: 
and our not having any knowledge of thoſe 
exterior occurrences, that happen in the 
ſame apartments where we are taking re- 
poſe, is a proof of the temporary ſuſpenſion 
of the ſenſes. Sleep, is the intermediate 
ſtate, between life and death, and cannot 
proceed from the foul; but from the ſpirit : 
that is generally Known by the appellation 


of the mind. 


The cauſe of dreams is, a part of the 
life 
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life wandering to any poſſible remote diſ- 
tance, without the body having power to 


act in conjunction. Although they are fome- 


times replete with meaning, and correſpond 
with paſt, preſent, and future occurrences, 
yet, their ſignification is dubious, and has 
the appearance of fiction: through part of 
the mind abſenting itſelf from the body. 
Dreams, ſeldom are perfe& repreſentations 
of objects: becauſe the mind becomes ob- 


{cured by being enveloped in the body, and | 


fatigued with bearing its N 


During flop, a part of the mind 3 
abfent fram the body, is the cauſe of the 


memory not being ſufficiently perfect for re- 


collection: that, cannot recover its ſtrength, 
until it is repleniſhed by accumulation from 
the exterior ſpirit in the air. The return 


of the invigorated mind, is equally conſpi- 


cuous, in the ſenſation of perſons, who are 


| haſtily awaked from their fleep, or who 
have reſted a ſufficient time for their invi- 


: 4 8882 of the body EH N 


The mind, being purer than er and 
of a reſtleſs nature when in the body, partly 
evacuates it at intervals; otherwiſe it could 
not obtain any ſleep. During health, a 


part of the mind, when it is weary in car- 
| rying. 


* 2 FF 0 . 
T $i FINS” 82 — 
* a * R Ia PRO LG Co AED iS . : 


* 


* 8 * 
* * r bh 2 4 ike 5 ; þ þ ; 
ccc 5 8 8 & 
2 ; e e eee e es BEER N * 


ALB 
ry ing the body, voluntarily leaves its bur- 
then, nearly in an inſenſitive ſtate; but 
in caſes. of diſtemper, from the inequality 
of the elements in the animal compoſition, 
its continuance is fo protracted as to pre- 
vent the return of ſleep: particularly when 


the ſpirit of life is in the greateſt motion: 


and by encreaſing the circulation of the 
blood and fluids, produces heat, and caules 
a fever. Medicine, ſometimes by being 
received into the interior of the ſyſtem, 
diffuſes itſelf into the pores and fibres of the 
ſtomach, and the lacterals of the bowels: 
and by impeding the circulation of heat, the 
motion of the ſpirit, immediately dimi- 
niſhes, and in part ſubſiding, gives an op- 
portunity for nature to become retreſhed by 
an interval of ſleep. 


That beaſts dream, is obvious by the 
agitation that 1s viſible in the generality of 
them when aſleep: as is particularly ob- 
ſervable in the dog, who frequently makes 
efforts to bark during his time of reſt, with- 
out being capable of accompliſhing his pur- 
poſe: this contention for expreſhon, 1s evi- 


dent in the exterior motion of his mouth 
and body. 


When either bipeds or quadrupeds, are 
| 5 haſtily 
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haſtily awakened, there is an obvious mo- 
mentary conflict in the body, whilit they 
are drawing the firſt breath after repoſe, for 
the recovery of ſenſitive liſe: and that the 
mind has not in theſe inſtances, brought to 


either of them, a ſufficient additional ſup- 


ply, is demonſtrated in their returning to 
ſleep the carlieſt opportunity: but when 


the temporary ſuſpenſion of the ſenſes, of 


animal nature, is unmoleſtedly permitted 
to continue, until the exhauſted ſpirit is 
amply repleniſhed with its own nature: the 
acquiſition is obſervable in the proportionate 


encreaſe of itrength in the action of the 


body, the chearfulneſs of the countenance, 
and the faculties in accomplithing the re- 
quiſite offices or functions of life. 


From the time of waking in the morning, 
the body, progreſſively by greater or leſſer 
action becomes fatigued, until there is not a 
ſufficiency of vigour remaining to ſupport it 
without fleep: and after the time of repoſe 
has elapſed, the return of the ſpirit cauſes 
it to recover its firength. It the mind were 
to be entirely exhauſted out of the body 
during fleep, there would be a ceſſation of 
life; but if any remains, its ſympathetic 
and electric nature will cauſe it to accumu- 
late, and ſupply the ſyſtem with additional 
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vigour. The mind, is an inviſible ſub- 
ſtance, that contin:ally has the body at its 
diſpoſal: it guides, direas, and ſuperins 
tends all its actions, and has the power of 
railing and depreſſing the faculties ef the 
body, ſo as to be the principal inſtigation of 
health or ſickneſs. 


Perſons, who are of a changeable diſpoſi- 
tion, are ſo undeterminate, that the actions 
they reſolve to perform one day, through the 
irreſolution of human nature they waver and 
ſwerve from, the next. The inſtability of 
mankind, cannot proceed from the elements 
that form the corporeal ſubſtance: becauſe 
that compoſition is invariably the fame 
during lite. 


They are conſcious that all creatures are 


compoled of the purer' parts of the elements, 
which is the greateſt truth inculcated in 
their doctrine. But the inſtability of the 
human mind, prevents them from proſe- 
cuting this laudable reſearch; ſo that inſtead 
of becoming proficients in knowledge, they 
are involved in the inexplicable labyrinths of 
error. By militating from truth, they become 
profeſſors of ſuch a variety of different and 
contradictory principles, that amongſt the 


multiplicity of them, ſcarcely two are of 
| the 


[ 16 ] 
the fame mind. This variation of opinion 
is a confirmation of the inſtability of their 
ideas, rendering them incapable of forming 


any ſyſtem ſufficiently ſubſtantial, to eluci- 


date the myſteries of nature. Although 
they acknowledge there 1s a vital air, they 
have the weakneſs to diſbelieve immortal life, 
and imagine, that the animate exiſtence of 
all creatures, terminates with the motion of 
the mortal body. If life were only of tem- 
poral duration, it would have progreſſively 
_ diminiſhed, by being divided and ſubdivided 
into ſo many different bodies, as have ex- 
iſted through ſuccefſive generations, and 
become entirely exhauſted previous to this 
epoch of time. This would have been dif- 
covered by the diminution of the ſize and 


ſtrength of every animal and ſubſtance, at 


the alternate æras of exiſtence. If this opi— 
nion were founded on truth, our primitive 


_ anceſtors would have been poſſeſſed of gi- 
gantic ſtature and power, and every ſuc-- 
ceeding generation, would, by degenerat- 
ing in vigour and ſize, have convinced us 
of the progreſſive decay of human nature. 
This would inevitably have been the conſe- 
quence, had the vital air of the deceaſed, 
terminated with their exifience; inſtead of 
aſcending into the atmoſphere. There being 
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ro apparent diminution in the ſize and 
ſtrength of creatures and ſubſtances, is an 


incontrovertible proof of the immortality of 
life. 
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The alternate predominancy of good and 
evil, cauſes the intellectual facultiesof man- 
J | kind to be ina perpetual ſtate of agitation, 
; and from the variation they occaſion in the 
diſpoſition, renders the generality of perſons, 
incompetent to trace and develope the ori- 
gin of their own, or any other exiſtence. 


Ss. 


This bewildered ſtate of the imagination, 

: excites ſceptics to believe, that there is no 
I regular certainty or order in nature; but 
that every thing proceeds from promiſcuous 
chance. Being unacquainted with the true 
1 | literal interpretation of the words viſionary, 
1 and imaginary, they poſitively, by an ac- 
| quieſcence of the exiſtence of ſuch things, 
verbally acknowledge that they are actual 
7 realities, and not ideal ſuppoſitions; there- 
| ' fore they are idlers, who do not endeavour 
z to trace by laudable ſpeculation, inviſible 

life. If they think theſe communications 
g are things devoid of exiſtence, they ſhould 
* | not acknowledge them to be realities, by 
aſſerting, that they are viſionary and 1ma- 


maginary; and their TY that they 
N E | are 
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are continued through ſucceſſive genera- 
tions, is tantamount to an acknowledge- 
ment, that they are of eternal duration, 
and conſequently ſuperior to terreſtrial bo- 
dies, who are thus rendered incapable of 
defining theſe topics. If by terming them 
viſionary and imaginary, they wiſh to im- 
preſs their cotemporaries with the idea that 
they are nonentities, the badneſs of the 
cauſe and the language they have ſelected 
and applied to expreſs their meaning, are 
admirably calculated in uniſon to defeat 
the intent of their perfidious purpoſe. 


Their hypotheſis is ſo heinous, in its ma- 
nifeſt attempt to ſubvert the fundamental 
principles of every thing that is good, and 
ſo inimical to a natural mode of reaſoning, 
that to ſtigmatize it with contemptuous fi- 
lence, is a proof of mercy and moderation, 
eſpecially when by recurring to the motive 
from whence it originates, it is conipicu- 
ouſly deſerving of the moſt pointed cenſure. 


The ſyſtem of ſubtilty and artiſice, that 
ſceptics and perſons of atheiitical principles 
adopt, in diſſeminating their doctrines, ſre- 
quently involves in irretrievable ruin, many 
otherwiſe innocent human beings. They 


become victims to falſe ſophiſtry and plauſi- 
ble 


[19 ] 


ble arguments, through the inexperience of 


the mind, and their not being poſſeſſed of 
a capacity to controvert the propoſitions 
of their fallacious cotemporaries. 


Theſe obſervations prove the incredulous, 
to be the moſt unpardonable of delinquents, 
who inculcate into the more believing part 
of mankind, the moſt deſtructive and per- 
nicious tenets. Credulity is a pardonable 
offence; but incredulity, in the belief of 


thoſe things that are manifeſted in the opes | 


rations of nature, 1s unpardonable. 


In anſwer to the promulgaters of this doc- 
trine. If life, inſtead of being a reality, 
was but the reſult of fancy, a general dut- 
neſs, ſtupor, and laſſitude, would pervade 
the corporeal ſyſtetn; and there could not 


. exiſt that poignancy of percepticn that is 


ſo conſpicuous in every thing that poſſeſſes 
ſenſation. The genius, inſtead of having 
various action, would be limited, the ſight 
inſtead of being clear, would be obſtructed, 
the hearing inſtead of being lively, would be 


_ obtuſe, the ſmell inſtead of being acute, 


would be dull, the taſte inſtead of being delici- 
ous wouldhe infipid, the teeling inſtead of be- 
ing electric, would be torpid, and the ſpeech 


inſtead of being articulate, would be as un- 
intelligible 


( 20 ] 
intelligible as the ſound of creatures, poſ- 
ſeſſed of life without a ſoul. To theſe ima- 


ginary, viſionary dreamers, this anſwer 


might with great propriety be applied, that 
the teſtimony of our ſenſes, is an incontro- 


vertible confirmation of the certainty of the 


exiſtence of all things. 


The life in the body is only conſpicuous 


by its actions, and cannot proceed from fire: 
becauſe that element has a natural tendency 


to deſtroy all conſumable ſubſtances, and 
evaporate, and aſcend into the atmoſphere. 
The fire that is encloſed in the body, is cre- 
ated by the motion of life, and compelled 
to circulate in an oppoſite direction, down- 
wards with the blood and fluids, and through- 


out the limbs or extremities. 


The mind has ſuch a controuling influence 


in the body, as to cauſe us to be in continual 
hopes and fears, that as they alternately pre- 


dominate, direct its actions. This is the cauſe 


of human nature being ſo variouſly agitated 
with conflicting paſſions, that by ſympathy 
harmoniſes; or by antipathy diſturbs the mind 
and is the only argument that can be advanc- 


ed in favour of the ſupporters of ſcepticiſm. 
Y fionary 
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Viſionary appearances, ſhould be believed 
by thoſe who are favoured with a ſight of 


them; becauſe they originate from motion, 
that is the baſis and eſſence of life. But 


what has brought viſionary appearances into 


diſbelief, is, the abſurd fictions that have 


been fabricated by perſons of demoniac prin- 


ciples, who from being hoſtile to the cauſe 
of truth, have violated it with a manifeſt in- 
tention of bringing theſe appearances inta 


diſeſteem. To ſucceſsfully accompliſh their 


inſidious deſigns, they have ingenioully fa- 
bricated erroneous tales of miraculous vi- 
ſions, and by having excluded the poſſibili- 


ty of events, have cauied politive realities, 


to be doubted by perſons of greater W 
and character. 


Viſions, cannot be nonentities: becauſe 
during life, they occuy ſpace in the body: 
and after death, they occupy {pace amongſt 
the univerſal electric ſpirit of the Deity. 
Theſe viſions, are infuſed into the imagina- 
tion, through the fluctuating predominance 
and alternate influence of good and bad 
ſympathy, according, and communing with 
the life and foul in the body: becauſe they 
are of the fame eſſence and ſubſtance, as 


: good and evil ſpirits: and ON inſtigation, 


cauſes 
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cauſes them to vary the diſpoſitions, opini- 
ons, and actions of mankind. 


The faculties of the idea and underſtand- 
ing of the ſoul, and the ſenſation of fight 
in the human body, are the principal con- 
ductors of all poſſible knowledge, and re- 
ceive all viſionary influence through the 
communication of the electric ſpirit. The 
ſympathy that exiſts between the external 
ſpirit in the air, and the internal fpirit in 
the body, is the manner that viſions are e- 
lectrically conveyed to the idea. Theſe vi- 
fions paſs from ſoul to ſoul: and are con- 
duced in all directions through the extent 
of ſpace: from and to every poſſible diſtance, 
by the alternate aſcendency of angelic and 
demoniac influence, in as electric and in- 
ſtantaneous a manner as lightning deſcends _ 
through the clpuds to thearth. 


The ſoul being derived from the ſubſtance 
of the Deity, the animal life, from his 
eſſence and his omnipreſence pervading 
and filling all finite ſpace, are collectively the - 
cauſe of the ſympathetic influence extending 
from inviſible exiſtence, through viſible bo- 
dies, with greater velocity than the opera- 
tion of electricity. 


The 
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The inviſible ſpirit of the Deity 1s incor- 
| porated i in every living body and inanimate 
ſubſtance, and occupies every part of inter- 
vening ſpace, whether filled with rays of 
the ſun, or particles of air, and is the ve- 
hicle that conducts ſenſitive knowledge from 
and to animals, when awake, by inſtruc- 


tion; and when aſleep, by dreams and in- 
voluntary motion, to inſenſitive objects. 


The univerſal electric ſpirit conveys thoſe 
ideas and viſions to the fouls of mankind, 
that ſometimes occur from good, and at 
others, from evil agents. Theſe communi- 
cations arc ſuperior to the life that is in the 
human ſpecies, and the ſenſitive inſting of 
all ſubordinate animals. 


The influence of the ſpifit, from being 
invariably of the ſame nature in all ſitua- 
tions, is the conductor that conveys the in- 


ſtigation of inviſible exiſtence to, the mind of 


human creatures, and enables them to com- 
municate and extend their ſympathy or an- 
tipathy to any diſtance, from one body to 
another. This produces ſuch a ſimilarity 
of effect, that thoſe perſons who are not of 
a very penetrative underſtanding, cannot, 
during the time they are experiencing its 
LF: . impulſe, 
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impulſe, diſtinguiſh whether it originates in 
themſelves, or proceeds from inviſible exiſt- 
ence 5 | 


A principal part of mankind, who ima- 
gine themſelves enlightened, are conſcious 
that they are poſſeſſed of the power of inſti- 
gating in fome degree, the thoughts and 
actions of others: that depends upon the 
intellectual capacity of thoſe to whom they 
direct their operations. Thus perſons of 
{tability of mind, are not ſo liable to become 
their victims, as others of a more plant diſ- 
poſition. It is the practiſing this ſuperior 
impulſe, that enables perſons, of good diſ- 
poſitions, to ſtimulate others to virtue and 
an acknowledgement of the truth; and 
perſons of bad diſpoſitions, to actuate others 
to vice, and triumph over the reaſon of 
their fellow creatures. It is this governing 
influence, that enables mankind to domeſti- 
cate animals, and cauſe them to know and 

be ſubſervient to their will, by a thought 
or look: ſo wonderfully does inſtinct operate 
on inferior exiſtence. The extent of this 
power is obvious in the effects it produces 
on animals, that are ſituated at a diſtance 
from the perſon who is enforcing his in- 
fluence upon their inferior nature, that 


is particularly conſpicuous when they are 
| governable 
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| governable, and have not by ill uſage, 
| >, been irritated to anger. | 


If the effect of influence is ſo ſucceſsfully 
directed when in a body, it certainly muſt 
be infinitely more powerful when 1t operates 
independent of that corporeal incumbrance. | 

There is an abſolute neceſſity for ſpiritual f 
exiſtence ſeldom to appear to mortal beings: 
becauſe, were they to be frequent, there 
would be no intrinſie goodneſs, or poſitive 
evil in actions, through their being cauſed 
by this operative influence. It is very ne- 

_ ceſfary that the ſouls of mankind, by being 
gloomed in a body, ſhould not have ſo fre- 
quent an intercourſe with ſpiritual exiſtence: 
for if thoſe rial beings were continu- 
ally before us, fear of their ſuperior pow- 
er would incline to good, and by not 
acting from ourſelves, there would be 
no real merit in the moſt virtuous action. 
The Deity, in placing us in a precari- 

"ous ſituation where we are ſurrounded 
by good and harm of every deſcription, has 
manifeſted his wiſdom in a ſuperior manner, 
and given all perſons an opportunity of 
proving their diſpoſition. 
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Although ſpiritual, ſeldom appear to hu- 
man beings, yet they continually inſtigate 
T3 | them 
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them in ſome degree or other: and con- 
ſcience is the criterion hy which we know 
the ſatisfaction, or diſpleaſure, with which 
the Deity views and reviews our thoughts, 
words and actions, that is communicated 
to us, by thoſe congratulatory emotions 
that accompany a ſenſe of rectitude ; and 
the agonizing remorſe, that diſturbs thoſe, 
ho are of a diametrically oppoſite principle. | 
This ſympathetic, or antipathetic influence 
is conveyed by the electric ſpirit, ſimilar 
to the manner that an iron rod conducts 
lightning to this earth. LE 


When any perſon is endeavouring to 
falſely ſeandalize another, render him a 
private injury or effectuate his ruin, with- 
out any provocation or juſt cauſe ſor ſuch 
actions, there is ſuch an inſtinct in nature, 
that the innocent party is ſrequently, with- 
out knowledge of the accuſation, promiſ- 
cuouſly cauſed to appear, and confront his 
accuſer : . eſpecially if they reſide in the 
ſame neighbourhood. This is obvious in 
their often without deſign, accidentally 
mecting, or being unexpectedly introduced 
into the ſame company. Such interviews 
ſeldomer occur amongſt thoſe who are ſin— 
ccre friends. This ſeems to evince the in- 


nccence of the injured perſon; and is an 
n | inevitable 


inevitable ſource of vexation to the feelings 
of the mind of the unjuſt oppreſſor. If the 
accuſer and the accuſed reſide at different 
parts of the world, the intervening diſtance, 
may during a confiderdble time, prevent their 
meeting each other; but probably, caſual oe- 
cCurrences may Gemiſcucally happen to bring 
them together, as if providence had mani- 
feſtly deſigned it for the juſtification of the 
injured. Thus malignant minted perſons, 
until they diſcontinue their evil deſigns, and 
unjuſt accuſations, are liable to experience 
that remorſe of mind, and fear of being ex- 
poſed to cenſure, that cauſes a confuſion in 
their words and actions, at thoſe Klagen 
able interviews. 


© SHE nity ſhould be modeſtly reproved 
before their ors, equals, and depend- 
ants, if the pretence of either is neceſſary 
to excite them to a proper ſenſe of ſhame. 
Their criminalities ought to be repreſented 
in their abſence to different companies, to 
prevent other innocent perſons ſrom becom- 
ing their vietims; but without exaggeration, 
ſo that ſhould the culprit unexpectedly hear 
of it, it might reclaim and prevent the con- 
tinuation of his nefarious practices. This 
moderation in the recital of facts, will tend 


more to the amendment of delinquents, than 
an 


an amplification of circumſtances, that from 


irritating a depraved mind, frequently pro- 
_ cuees an accumulation of miſchief. 


The Guilty by the exertion of free agen- 
ey, may, during a courſe of time, avoid 
the ſight of thoſe whom they have injured; 
but through the interpoſition of Providence, 
unleſs death intervenes, at ſome criſis or 
other, they generally meet with thoſe who 
have been the dupes of their artifice. There 
are certainly many exceptions to this rule, 
that in particular inſtances counteract the 
prevalence of this univerſal influence, from 
perplexed occurrences that are more or leſs 
predominant, through the circumſtances that 
mtervene in life, by producing family diſ- 
cords, and various other embarraſſments. 


Viſions, are not of an elementary nature, 


and with eaſe enter and vacate the body. 
They are perceptible to the idea and under- 


ſtanding, and operate with greater power 
on ſome perſons than on others, in propor- 
tion to their good, or evil diſpofition. This 
is cauſed through the ubiquity of the electric 
ſpirit, conveying the alternate predominant 
angelic, or demoniac influence to the ſoul, 
that acting in conjunction with the body, 
paſſes from one perſon to another, and by 

its 
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its operation, actuates them to be in a fate 
of tranquility ; ; or inquietude. 


Perfond of a ſceptical diſpoſition, acknow- 
ledge that the inviſible influence of the mind, 
has ſuch an aſcendancy over the body, that 
it is the principal cauſe of the fluctuation of 
health and diſtemper. The elevation of the 
animal ſpirit, in proportion to the cireum- 
ſtances of life, is more effectual than the 
moſt ſalutary medicine; - and the alternate 
depreſſion of it, more prejudicial to the cor- 
par ſubſtance, than any other occurrence. 


There are many fo deficient in judgment, 
that they will not give themſelves time, to 
ſcrutinize into inviſible exiſtence, and are 
conſequently incapable of diſcovering ſpi- 
ritual, from elementary nature. Their 
minds, through an habitual neglect, be- 
come ſo perverted in proceſs of time, that 
they are callous to conviction: and when 
advanced in age, and nature 1s enfeebled, 
it is impoſſible for them to retract their error. 


The mind, correſponding with the va- 
rious occurrences that happen to human na- 
ture, cauſes the encreaſe and diminution of 
its agitation, and viſitation by dreams and 
viſions, to be more or leſs frequent, through 

the 
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the interior ſpirit in the body, and the ex 
terior ſpirit in the air, co-operating in à 
fluctuating manner, by their continual en- 
deavours to progrelively effecluate the 
growth and perſection, and afterwards the 
1 and diſſolution of the body. 


When 1 viſions appear in the 
day, they either ſcem to iſſue from a cen— 


trical ſubſtance of light, extending in every 
eireumambient direction; or from ſpectres 
that can only be üg from corporeal 
bodies, by their ſudden appearance, and 
appearances; and when they happen in the 
night, there is leſs certainty of their reality, 
becauſe intervening ſubſtances, frequently 
produce deceptive ſhades. Theſe viſions ſo 
feldom happen, that perſons ought not to in- 
vent fallacious fictions of the appearance of 
ſuch ſpiritual objects, to deceive and miſlead 
the credulous part of mankind. But there are 
other viſions of leſs conſequence, that fre- 
quently occur by day and night, and are 
as natural to the ſenſation of the ſoul, as 
diſeaſe is to the body. They vary in pro- 
portion to the meritorious, or perverſe prin- 
ciples of mankind, and to the infirmities of 
human nature; but a penetrative obſerver. 
may eaſily define their origin. They are moſt 


frequent and alarming, in times of mental, 
and 
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and corporeal affliftion, and at the approach of 
age: for as the body lofes its vigour, and 
waſtes in ſubſtance, the ſpirit obtains the 
aſcendeney, and permits the foul, more 
clearly to diſtinguiſh objects of its own na- 
ture. This is very properly deemed, a 
weakneſs of the corporeal ſyſtem. But were 
theſe viſions cauſed by the elements that 


compoſe the human ſtructure, they would 
encreaſe and diminiſh, with vigour and 


health; ſo that they evidently Proceed from 
the ſoul. 


Theſe viſions, are either glimpſes of light, 
or dark bodies, that are continually chang- 
ing their forms, and are ſometimes of a 
greater or leſſer ſize. The uncertainty of 
their appearance and duration, have cauſed 
them 'to be deemed phantoms, by thoſe, 
who from their accuſtomed idleneis, have 
not endeavoured to diſcover their ſource. 
Hy pochondriac perſons, and thoſe whole 
ſenſes are deranged by the weak and relaxed 
ſtate of the nerves, frequently fee theſe 
ſpiritual objects, and the difficulty of aſcer- 


of 


| taining their ſhape, through he 1imperfec- 
tion of the corporeal eye, cauſes them to be 
deemed imaginary conceits. Thoſe diſorders, 
originate from the diſproportion of the ele- 


ments that compole the body, or ſome ob- 
(; ſtructions 
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ſtructions in the paſſages impeding the na- 
tural evacuations, or receiving too great a 
quantity of aliment into the ſyſtem, that by 
cauling a ſtagnation of the blood produces a 
plethora, or too little food, that occaſion a 
violent circulation of the fluids, creates a 
fever and aſcends into the brain. Perſons 
in either of theſe deplorable fituations, are 
frequently, through the inexperience andthe 
ſuperficial underſtanding of their attendants, 
deemed to be inſane, or that their diſorder 
proceed from the effects of inebriety. If 
they were produced by epicuriſm, or intoxi- 
cation, the f'mes of the diet and liquor, if 
not augmented, would progreſſively ex- 
ude, through the paſſages and pores of 
the body, and head: and from their ſu- 
perabundance becoming evaporated, the dif- 
order would conſequently, in a few days 
be eradicated from the ſyſtem. 


The ſpirit of life, in this manner, is 
liable to be encreaſed, or obſtructed in its 
operations, ſo that thoſe afflictions cannot 
proceed from the irregularity of the ele- 
ments in the compoſition of the body ; but 
may {rom the fumigating heat of the ſtom- 
ach when empty, extending to the head. 
F.ife cannot, in theſe cireumſtances, continue 
long without the Body receiving ſuſte- 

nance 
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nance. Nor are diſtempers the cauſe of 2 
continued inſanity, as is evident in beaſts 
never loſing their ſenſes, except when the 
hydrophobia is prevalent amongſt dogs, 
and the canine contagion is communi— 
cated from them, to other animals. From 
theſe inferences it is obvious, that ſub- 
ordinate animals are not affected with a 
continued inſanity, ſo that a conſiderable 
duration of ſuch diſtreſſing maladies, 1s only 
experienced by the human ſpecies, through 
its being derived from the ſoul, that is of a 
ſpiritual and not a corporeal ſubſtance. 
6 

Such uncommon afflictions as are incident 
to mankind, and not to inferior animals, 
could not occur, without the interference 
ol an extraordinary, inviſible agency: be- 

cauſe we are compoſed of the ſame elements, 
and inhaled with the ſame fpirit of life, as 
the more ſubordinate creatures in exiſtence, 
though diſtributed in different proportions. 


Diſtempers in their greateſt extent of in- 
feetion, independent of the operation of 
| ſpiritual influence, do not derange, but ob- 

ſcures ſenſation. Spiritual viſitations of this 
nature, proceed from the predominance 
of demoniac influence, and ſometimes in- 
| "(9 : | ſtigate 
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ſtigate the mind to impair the body, ſo as 
to render it impoſſible for it to be reſtored 
by the aid of medicine. This ought to con- 
vince mankind, that neither the ſpirit of life, 
or the ſoul, is an elementary ſubſtance 


A temporary ſuſpenſion of the animal fa- 
culties, may proceed from the obſtruction 
of the fluids, or weakneſs of the ſyſtem; 
but when it continues for a ſeries of years 
in a healthy. body, it proceeds from the ef- 
fect of a ſuperior influence. When the ſoul 
is of too antipathetic a nature, to receive 
the ſympathetic influence of the angelic ſpi- 
rits, they withdraw their communication, 
and it is expoſed to the horrors of demoniac 
inſtigation ; unleſs the Deity accepts it as 
an atonement for our paſt faults, or thoſe 
of our anceſtors. 


As the generality of mankind are not ac- 
quainted with the manner that inviſible 
agency ſtimulates their thoughts, and in- 
fluences their actions, it is requiſite to ob- 
ſerve, that it is conveyed from all poſſible 
diſtance, to every perſon, by the univerſal 
electric eſſence, pervading and operating 
through the interior ſpirit and ſoul in the 
body. | 


| The 
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The influence of the ſoul, operating upon 
the animal life in the body, frequently per- 
verts the mind of ſome perſons, and cauſes 
them to diſbelieve the evidence of fight, that 
is the only viſible demonſtration of exiſtence. 
Many perſons who conceive themſelves of 
a very penetrative underſtanding, attribute 
vſions, to the dazzling of the eye, without 
being able to ſubſtantiate ſuch an aſſertion 
by proof, from not being poſſeſſed of ſuffei- 
ent capacity to define the cauſe. 


Some viſions, being ub of a purer 
and whiter light, than the flame of a fire, 
or a candle, are generally moſt conſpicuous 
at firſt riſing from ſleep, when the day is 
encreaſing; but thoſe that are ſeen in the 


evening, are not ſo perceptible or bright: 


becauſe the eye of the body has become 
dimmed by the air, and the exerciſe of the 
chaffing of the lid, has rendered it heated 
and fatigued, that by obſtructing the ſight, 
changes the effectof the lucid viſion, ſo as to 
cauſe it to appear to be of a darker colour. 
Thoſe who are in tolerable health, have 
frequent opportunities of perceiving theſe 
viſions, or ſudden glimpſes of light. 


Many perſons athrm, that the eye is 
einn affected, by meeting with, and 
9 
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refracting the light; but as viſions are ge- 


nerally perceptible before that optical organ 
has been fixed upon any luminous object, 
it is impoſſible for them to originate from 
that cauſe, they being as often viſible when 
the ſight is extended to any dark terrene 
object; as when directed towards the rays 
of that celeſtial luminary, the ſun. When 


the ſight is intently fixed upon any body: of 


light, it is on its removal, ſo exceſſively dim- 
med, that it cannot, during an interval of 


ſolne moments, look with ſteadineſs upon 


other objects, ſo as to diſtinguiſh their 
ſhape and colour. 


Spiritual ſubſtances, are of ſo pure and 


foſt a nature, that they pervade the mortal 
body, but without rendering it material inju- 
ry, yet the manner that they affect the ſenſes, 

is a proof of their {ympathetic, or antipa- 


thetic influence that can only be known by 


their contrary operations and effects. 


Internal viſions, that proceed from good 
agency, are ſplendid bodies of light; and 
thoſe that proceed from evil agency, are 
likewiſe bodies of light, but much inferior 


in brightneſs. They at various times, imper- 


centibly enter the foul, and are incorporated, 
during a ſhort interval, in the human ſyſtem. 


The 
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